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that his landlady had arrested him for hia  rent, The story
at which he was in a violent passion.    I perceived ofltspub-
that he had already changed my guinea, and had "cation
got a bottle of Madeira and a glass before him,    I
put the cork into the bottle, desired he would be
calm, and began to talk to him of the means by
which he might be extricated.    He then told me
that he had a novel ready for the press, which he
produced to me.    I looked into it, and saw its
merit; told the landlady I should BOOH return, and
having gone to a bookseller, sold it for sixty pounds.
I brought Goldsmith the money, and he discharged
his rent, not without rating his landlady in a high
tone for having used him so ill." l
My next meeting with Johnson was on Friday the i at of July, when he and I and Dr. Goldsmith supped at the Mitre. I was before this time pretty
1 It may not be Improper to annex hero Mrs. Plozzi's account of this transaction, in her own words, as a specimen of tho extreme inaccuracy with which all her anecdotes of Dr. Johnson nro related, or rather discoloured anil distorted. "I have forgotten tho year, but It could scarcely, I think, be later than 1765 or 1766, that he was tailed abruptly from our house after dinner, and returning in about three hours, Raid he had been with nn enraged authour, whoso landlady pressed him for payment within doora, while tho bailiffs beset him without ; that ho was JrinJtitig himself drunk with Madeira, to drown caro, and fretting over a novel, which, when fwhlied, WH8 to be his -whole fortune, but he could not git It done for distraction, nor could fie step out of doors to offer it for sale. Mr. Johnson, therefore, sent away the bottlu, and went to the booksellur, recommending tho performance, and attiring some immediate relief; which when ho brought back to tho writer, hi called the -woman of the house directly to partake of punch, and pass their time in Merriment." Anecdotes of Dr, Johnson, p. 119.